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– Blake Johnson, 9 years old

Why don’t teachers find out what we like and 
then teach us that?“
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Here’s what we’re going for 
TODAY…

Session Outcomes

• Engage in equity conversations that feel productive in order to gain a new level of 
discourse about issues of oppression and privilege

• Share our personal and professional WHY for working in education and towards equity
• Establish literacy as a social act (Bandura, 2001; Johnson, 2018; Kucer, 2009; Vygotsky, 

1978)
• Begin an analysis of the intersection of race, class, sociopolitical thought, theory, and 

literacy 
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Working towards equity 
means…

Eliminating the 
predictability of 
success and failure 
that currently 
correlates with any 
social or cultural 
factor

Interrupting 
inequitable practices, 
challenging biases, 
and creating inclusive 
school environments 
for all



Coaching and Facilitation

Learning Theory and
Culturally Responsive Teaching

Equity and Oppression

Equity Collaborative 
Transformation 

Frame
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Literacy As a Social Construct —
A Theoretical Base

• The following theories support viewing literacy through the 
sociocultural paradigm 

• Gestalt Theory - Kurt Koffka (1922/1935) 

• Reflex Theory - Ivan Pavlov (1941) 

• Social Learning Theory/Social Cognitive Theory - Albert Bandura 
(1960/1986) 

• Social Development Theory/Zone of Proximal Development - Lev 
Vygotsky (1978)
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Literacy as a 
Social Act
Underpinned by the theoretical frameworks, there are a few key meta-precepts upon 
which we undergird this notion that literacy is a part of a larger social construct:

• Literacy is a civil right

• Perceptions of students have an impact on how we help them develop literacy

• Learning, thus literacy, is a social act

• School structures, content, and curriculum support the dominant power and cultural 
structure 

• Students need to form a connection between their identities and texts

• There is a disconnect between home literacy and school literacy
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Driving Question
Literacy of African American students is set in a historical context related to access 

to schooling. 

Even today, students’ identities, culture, and literacy are all tied together. 

Yet, we expect African-American students to preform at the same level as white 
students while devaluing their identities and cultures.

What do you know about the history of 
African-American education, and how 

does it impact your support for African-
American students?
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Breakout Room 
Conversation ONE
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Driving Question



A Walk in Their Kicks
Publications 

• A Walk in Their Kicks: Literacy, Identity, and 
Schooling of Young Black Males — Teachers 
College Press

• “Scholastic Liberation: Scholastic Liberation: 
Schools' Impact on African American Academic 
Achievement — Language Arts Journal of 
Michigan
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Breakout Room 
Conversation TWO —
What resonates with you 
from Blake and Aaron’s 
story?
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Driving Question
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What do you love about reading?

"I like just being able to enjoy a book”

If you could change anything about schools’ reading instruction 
practices, what would you change?

“I would change all of the annotating, and writing, and comprehending 
about what we read.”
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Inquiry Into Teaching Practices
Emerging Themes

• Teachers’ Expansion of Their Definitions of Literacy 

• The Necessity of Teacher Use of Evidence-Based Instructional 
Strategies 

• Teachers’ Recognition of the Importance of and Relationship to: 

• Student Connections to the Teacher

• Student Connections to the Text

• Student Connections to the School

• Teachers’ Improved Understandings of Students’ Literacy Practices 



School Expected Literacy

African American Male Literacy Development 
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(Johnson, 2016)

The Black Male Literacy 
Paradigm
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Breakout Room Conversation 
Three —
Describe one area of the 
paradigm that you already 
know about and another that 
you would like to know more 
about.
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The Black Male Literacy Paradigm
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The Hate U Give — 
Book Club

• Students across a High School were invited 
to participate in a book club around the text, 
The Hate U Give

• 60+ students participated

• Students were given the opportunity on 
two occasions to participate in school-
wide discussions led by me about how to 
deconstruct: race, identity, and social 
constructs

• Students were taken to the movie to be able 
to juxtapose the to texts (movie and book)
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Chat Box Conversation —
What are some of the ways 
that you have engaged your 
African American students in 
school-based literacy?
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Literacy Practices





“And I think just asking them- like, I think that 
makes those connections which seems to be- my 
takeaway so far from this whole course, is that 
like, the strategy we need is to connect with our 
chil- like, our students. So just make those 
connections. 

Like, that's the whole like, 'give a damn' strategy. 
That's the damn strategy. Like, find out what they 
need. Like, come to where they are.”

Michael 
7th grade teacher
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•Visit the resources page on our 
website

• theequitycollaborative.com/resources/
presentation-resources/

•Join us for four more sessions this 
week:
• Friday: Racial Identity Development

Learn More with the 
Equity Collaborative
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In the Chat Box…

•What was helpful from today’s 
session?

•What would you change to improve 
this session?

•How are you feeling at the end of our 
time together?

Final Reflections


