[image: image1.png]kBlue Ribbon

Mentor-Advocate

CHAPEL HILL-CARRBORO CITY SCHOOLS




750 S. Merritt Mill Rd.

Chapel Hill, NC 27516

919-918-2170

www.chccs.k12.nc.us/brma


Characteristics of Mentees and Their Families

The nomination of children for the Blue Ribbon Mentor-Advocate Program should be an affirming action that validates a child's potential, rather than signifying the presence of significant needs.  While the students nominated for the program will have unmet social, psychological, and/or educational needs, they will also demonstrate a strong potential for behaviors and attitudes that will maximize the benefit that can be derived through a mentoring relationship.  They should be more than receptive to a relationship with a mentor, potentially even searching for such a relationship.  The selection committee should look for children whose potentials are unrealized and for whom the active support of an adult has a strong likelihood of making a significant impact on their lives.


Characteristics of children who might benefit most from a mentoring relationship would include some of the following:  (characteristics that are starred should be weighted more heavily)

Areas of Strength
•
shows signs of emerging moral and ethical development *

•
actively seeks adult role models *

•
wants to succeed, even though desire may be disguised*

•
has interests and talents valued by mainstream society

•
resides in school district and has for a period of time (* requirement)

•
presence or potential for hard work ethic

•
internal locus of control

•
able to delay gratification

•
ability to see cause and effect relationships

•
shows moderate to high academic potential, but may be struggling

Areas of Need
•
underachieving - academically, socially, or emotionally

•
caregivers unable to provide academic support

•
lack of enrichment opportunities

•
restricted vision of potential and possibilities for life, by virtue of own life experiences or of those around him or her

•
limited view of the future

•
challenged self esteem

•
may have a disability

•
neighborhood or extended family may make good decision-making difficult

•
declining academic achievement, self esteem, behavior, citizenship

•
feels lack of power and/or control

Family Characteristics*
•
caregivers support education, responsible behavior, and proper conduct

•
family shares values related to education with mainstream society

•
no family conditions to prevent success of the mentoring relationship

•
the family is open to working as a team with a mentor-advocate to help the child become more successful in school

•
family aware of their responsibilities with the program and will follow through

Other comments
•
not the most "at risk" - a step or two above*

•
targets African-American and Latino students, but open to students from any racial or ethnic background

•
grades, test scores and other academic performance measures are studied but not directly used to decide about a child’s appropriateness for the program

•
tutoring is not the main focus of the mentoring relationship, although the mentor is an advocate 
for the child's academic needs.


